NEWS RELEASE

Arizona House of Representatives
Representative Jake Hoffman (R-12)
1700 West Washington « Phoenix, Arizona . 85007

Wednesday, August 11, 2021
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Statement from Legislative Republicans on School
Districts’ Refusal to Follow State Law

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - State Representative Jake Hoffman, along with 25 legislative
Republicans, issued the following statement on the local Arizona governments refusing to follow state law:

Under Arizona’s constitutional form of government, local governments do not have the authority or
power to usurp state law simply because they disagree, yet that is precisely the kind of illegal activity
in which many local governments are presently engaged. The Arizona legislature, with the Governor
concurring, very intentionally enacted the laws at hand to protect Arizonans and Arizona children
from the threat of government mandating them to wear a mask or be injected with a vaccine.
Additionally, the legislature very thoughtfully attached a retroactivity clause to the law, so that there
would be clear and consistent application of the statute for families and children throughout Arizona.

It borders on anarchy and destabilizes the very foundation of our society to have local governments
effectively refusing to comply with the law. It must not be allowed to stand. Any local government
that willfully and intentionally flaunts state law must be held accountable.

We sincerely appreciate the Governor’s conversations with us over the last few days and hope to see
that result in swift action; however, the window to hold the rogue local governments refusing to follow
state law accountable is closing and the people of Arizona’s patience is running short.

Stated plainly, the legislature did its job by passing common sense laws to protect the children and
students of Arizona from anti-science mask and vaccine mandates, now we are eager to see the
executive branch do its job to ensure that those laws are faithfully executed by the various levels of
government within this state.

We have called upon the Governor privately, and are now calling upon him publicly on behalf of our
constituents, to immediately take the following action:

1. Withhold the federal funding currently under the Governor’s management from any school
district that is non-compliant with state law.

2. Authorize temporary Empowerment Scholarship Accounts (ESAs) for all students trapped
within any school district that is non-compliant with state law.



3. Send a notice to all families within the boundaries of a school district that is non-compliant
with state law empowering them with the following information:

a. The retroactive June 30, 2021 effective date of the law prohibiting mask mandates.

b. The availability of the newly authorized temporary Empower Scholarship Accounts
(item #2 above) and how to take advantage of them.

c. The abundance of school choice options afforded to them by state law including, but
not limited to, public school open enroliment, public school out of boundary
enrollment, public charter school enrollment, Empowerment Scholarship Accounts,
micro-schools, learning pods, STO scholarships, online curriculum, and home school
opportunities.

4. Initiate legal action against any school district that is non-compliant with state law.

The blatant disregard for the State of Arizona’s authority exhibited by the non-compliant local
governments is an affront to the very core of our state and nation’s form of government. A
resounding message must be delivered to any local government or subdivision of the state considering
defying state law—Ilawlessness will not be tolerated.

I, and my colleagues identified below, call on Governor Ducey in the strongest of terms to immediately
take the action outlined above to address this gross miscarriage of governance by local Arizona
governments.

Signed,

Representative Jake Hoffman Representative Jacqueline Parker
Speaker Pro Tempore Travis Grantham Representative Beverly Pingerelli
House Majority Whip Leo Biasiucci Representative Bret Roberts
Representative Brenda Barton Representative Justin Wilmeth
Representative Walt Blackman Senate Majority Whip Sonny Borrelli
Representative Shawnna Bolick Senator Nancy Barto
Representative Judy Burges Senator Sine Kerr

Representative Joseph Chaplik Senator David Livingston
Representative John Fillmore Senator J.D. Mesnard
Representative Mark Finchem Senator Warren Petersen
Representative Steve Kaiser Senator Wendy Rogers
Representative Quang Nguyen Senator Kelly Townsend
Representative Becky Nutt Senator Michelle Ugenti-Rita

Jake Hoffman is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative
District 12, encompassing Gilbert & Queen Creek, and parts of Pinal County.
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